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World Inequality Report 2026 Flags Sharp Rise in India’s
Wealth Gap\ ferde WHH'S3 faude 2026 393 © €853 U'R
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» This is the 3rd edition of the report after 2018 and 2022,
prepared by the World Inequality Lab.
Key Findings of the Report
» Global Wealth Concentration: Top 1% control 37% and top 10%
share 75% of all global wealth.
» India: Top 1% holds about 40% and top 10% hold around 65%
of total wealth.
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TIME magazine names Architects of Al as its person
of year for 2025/ SEIH HIHI& & Enfdl @ M'Gél%a? o)
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Shivraj Patil dies at g1/ fASa™ Ufes € 91 A'® T
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» Shivraj Patil held several important positions, including
Speaker of the Lok Sabha and key Union Cabinet
portfolios.

> He served as Deputy Speaker and Speaker of the
Maharashtra Assembly (1977-1979).

> He won the Latur Lok Sabha seat seven times and was
also a Rajya Sabha member.
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» He served as Union Home Minister (2004-2008) and
resigned after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack.

> He was Governor of Punjab and Administrator of
Chandigarh (2010-2015).
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Indian Navy to Commission First Indigenous Divin
Support Craft ‘DSC A20’/ I3t 7S AeT UfTHT FIE@'Fﬁ

SIS AUICT d9e< 'DSC A20' & IfHAS I3t

The Indian Navy will
commission Diving Support

Craft (DSC) A20 at Kochi

under the aegis of Southern
Naval Command. / I3t A8

AUdS d9ec (DSC) A20 & —
IfHHS a3t



About Diving Support Craft A2o
> It is the first vessel of the indigenously designed and
constructed Diving Support Craft.
> DSC A20 is the lead ship in a series of five Diving
Support Craft being built by M/s Titagarh Rail Systems
Limited (TRSL), Kolkata.
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» Purpose: It is built for a wide spectrum of diving
and underwater missions in coastal waters.
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Cabinet approves

S I TG g Ccnsusofindiaz027

Cabinet approves scheme of

> The Census of India
would be conductedin
two phases:

Census_of India 2027 é oot Re e sacrare o ML
H3dt H3® & 393

CABINET DECISION: 12-12-2025

* Houselisting and Housing
Census - April to September, 2026

» Population Enumeration (PE) -
February 2027*

> |twill also capture Caste data
electronically in second
phase, i.e. Population
Enumeration (PE)

*For the UT of Ladakh and snow bound
non-synchronous areas of UT of Jammu &
Kashmir and states of Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, PE shall be conductedin
September, 2026




» The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the proposal for conducting
Census of India 2027 at a cost of Rs. 11,718.24 crore.

Details of the Scheme:

» The Indian Census is the largest administrative and statistical

exercise in the world.
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The Census of India would be conducted in two phases:

> Houselisting and Housing Census - April to September,
2026

> Population Enumeration (PE) - February 2027 (For the UT
of Ladakh and snow-bound non-synchronous areas of UT
of Jammu & Kashmir and states of Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, PE shall be conducted in September, 2026).
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Use of mobile app for data collection and the Central
portal for monitoring purpose will ensure better quality
data.

Census-as-a-service (CaaS) will deliver data to ministries in
a clean, machine-readable and actionable format.

Census of India 2027 will cover the entire population in the
country.
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Background:

» Census 2027 will be the 16th Census in the country and
8th after independence.

» Census is the biggest source of primary data at village,
town and ward level, providing micro-level data on
various parameters including Housing Condition;

Amenities & Assets, Demography, Religion, SC & ST,
Language, Literacy & Education, Economic Activity,
Migration and Fertility.

» The Census Act, 1948 and the Census Rules, 1990 provide
the legal framework for conduct of Census.
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Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav 2025 Celebrated India’s
Linguistic Diversity & Adi Vaani Unveiled / 3931 3™

€3H< 2025 & I3 T ITHE fef3a3™ T AHS Hafem
w3 wifeedl qoft e 8Twres i3t fami

.

The theme was
/ Many Languages,
One Emotion’.




» The Department of School Education and Literacy
(DoSEL), Ministry of Education, celebrated the
valedictory function of Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav (BBU)
2025 on 11th December 2025 at National Bal Bhavan, New
Delhi.

» The celebration highlighted not just mainstream Indian
languages but also emphasized the importance of tribal
languages, with the Ministry of Tribal Affairs playing a
major role throughout the programme.
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NASA loses contact Witlnl MAVEN sHacegraftv after a
decade in Mars orbit / HI® J[fd € UT ST feaq Tad

3 I™MT NASA © MAVEN US'F W'a &8 HUIT <
famm|




» The Mars Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution
(MAVEN) mission, which launched in 2013.

> It is the first mission devoted to understanding
the Martian upper atmosphere.

> HITS J[fd € TUHSS W3 WHfET fead (MAVEN) s,
H 2013 ST Hg Ifemr Al
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> The goal of this spacecraft is to determine the role that
loss of atmospheric gas to space played in changing the
Martian climate through time.

» NASA has two other spacecraft orbiting Mars that are
still active: the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter, launched

in 2005, and the Mars Odyssey, launched in 2001.
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Maharashtra Govt Partners with Microsoft to Launch
MahaCrimeOS Al Against Cybercrime / HJ'IHSI

Agdd & AEEd Wud™ fegu HIqetHEwH el
S 996 BE HEIqAeC &'% JEes! di3t
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Accelerating cybercrime investigations
across Maharashtra
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> Satya Nadella, Microsoft Chairman and CEO, launched
MahaCrimeOS Al, an Al- and Azure-powered platform with the
Maharashtra Government’s Special Purpose Vehicle (MARVEL)
and Microsoft India Development Center (IDC).
Al decreased the turnaround times of investigations by 8o per
cent. This will allow state-wide police stations to digitally
register and investigate cybercrimes using standardised, Al-
powered workflows.

19 T T w3 HIEIG A 38T & HI'J'HSd AJA'd ©
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Maharashtra Ends the Century-Old Pagdi System
with New Legislation / HI'THST &< 66 &8 ATl
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The move will speed up redevelopment of old buildings,
prevent collapses, and reduce loss of life and property.

Over 19,000 rent-controlled buildings operate under the
Pagdi system, many built before 1960.

Proposed rules: Tenants get Floor Space Index (FSI) equal to
current area; landlords get FSI as per land entitlement;
EWS/low-income Pagdi occupants get incentive FSI for free

reconstruction.
These buildings, tenants, and agreements are legally valid
and protected under the Rent Control Act.

What is the Pagdi system?
Pagdi is a traditional tenancy rental model, where the tenant
is a partial owner of the house, enjoys nominal rental rates,
and also has the rights to sublet and sell the property.
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Bihar to Establish India’s First Power Museum in

Patna / f99/9 Ucsr g 9793 T Ufas u<g fHGHMM
HEYS 4T
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India’s first energy museum has been approved and will be
developed by BSPHCL at Patna’s defunct thermal power plant.
The Bihar State Power Holding Company Limited (BSPHCL)
will develop it on a 3-acre site at the defunct Karbigahiya
thermal power plant, Patna.

The museum will be India’s first and only the fourth such
energy museum in the world.
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Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan_ Yadayv
Declares State Free of Naxalism / HO YSH © HY H3dl
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» Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav has
declared the state free of Naxalism following the
surrender of two Maoists in Balaghat district.

» Campaign: The surrender took place during the
‘Rehabilitation to Rejuvenation’ campaign, which aims
to integrate former Naxals back into mainstream

society.
TWee & g8We a8 <o |
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> Leadership: The success is attributed to the
determination of the Prime Minister and the guidance
of Union Home Minister Amit Shah to eliminate
Naxalism by 2026.

> 2026 33
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Nagaland Launches Mission Punarutthan Durin

Watershed Mahotsav 2025/ &8 & 1.
HJ3IAT 2025 ©I' HIs Usgas <& ggw3 &t
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» The Nagaland Government has launched the State-Level
Watershed Mahotsav 2025 along with Mission Watershed
Punarutthan at Naga Solidarity Park in Kohima.

» The programme focuses on protecting natural water
sources, improving soil health, and helping rural
communities manage water better.

> S8 3 AJA'd & AIIHT © &9 ABI3Ig<! Uad e8 HA
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Yuvraj Singh and Harmanpreet Kaur Honoured with
Stadium Stands at Mullanpur Stadium/ @<J™ AW
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» The Punjab Cricket Association (PCA) unveiled stadium
stands named after them at the Maharaja Yadavindra
Singh International Cricket Stadium in New
Chandigarh.

» The ceremony took place just before the start of the
second T2o0l between India and South Africa.
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» Last month, Harmanpreet Kaur made history by
becoming the first Indian women’s captain to lift an ICC
World Cup trophy.

» Yuvraj Singh, widely regarded as one of the greatest all-
rounders, was a key architect of India’s historic wins in
the 2007 ICC T20 World Cup and the 2011 ICC Cricket
World Cup.
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President of India presents National Energy Conservation

Awards/ 3'93 © IHSIYS! & IHSSI @97 HIS UIAad
Un =13

WEVN(OWEVENERGY,
CONSERVATION AWARD



The President addressed the gathering and felicitated the
winners of the National Energy Conservation Awards (NECA)
2025 and the National Painting Competition on Energy
Conservation 2025.

National Energy Conservation Awards 2025
The National Energy Conservation Awards (NECA) have been
held every year since 1991 on 14 December.
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The awards Aim to promote awareness of energy efficiency and
conservation and are organised by the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE) under the guidance of the Ministry of Power.
Purpose: To recognise and encourage industrial units,
institutions, and establishments for reducing energy
consumption on National Energy Conservation Day.

NECA 2025 Structure: Covers 28 subsectors across 7 broad
categories.
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> New Category (2025): Introduced for Social Media
Influencers and Digital Content Creators to acknowledge
their role in opinion-building and spreading awareness on
energy conservation.
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Assam CM receives SIES Natlonal Eminence Award for

leadership/ WH™ © HY H3dl & BI33fAU S8t SIES
gHcd! @31{3" YgAa'g 1{r1-r3 Jfemr




» Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma received the 28th
SIES Sri Chandrasekarendra Saraswati National
Eminence Award for Public Leadership.

> Presented during the Kanchi Mahaswami Festival in

Mumbai.
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Other Awardees:

» Mumbai’s Dabbawalas - Community leadership
» Padma Bhushan Dr A. Sivathanu Pillai - Science &

Technology

» Padma Shri Dr Prahlada Ramarao - Science &
Technology

» Dr Mani Dravid Sastrigal - Social leadership and
philosophy

» Award components: X 2.5 lakh cash prize ; Brass
lamp, shawl, citation, and mementos
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India to Recreate Ancient Sea Route as INSV
Kaundinya Prepares for Historic Muscat Voyage/ 3'd3

Udis AHedt g § varar geredr fagfa INSV dfsfanr
fefsara HAde w3 B8t fawg I




» Indian Naval Sailing Vessel Kaundinya is India’s
‘stitched ship), sailed from Naval Base Karwar to
Porbandar. It is crewed by 16 Indian Navy personnel.

» From Porbandar, it will sail to Oman on December 29.

» Voyage retraces ancient maritime trade routes to
revive India’s maritime heritage.

-
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> Ship design based on a sth-century vessel shown in Ajanta
cave paintings. Recreated wusing traditional stitching
techniques.
Built by Kerala artisans and traditional shipwrights.
Materials used: coconut fibre stitching, wooden joinery, coir
rope, natural resins.
Propulsion: cotton sails (no modern engines).
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» Inducted into Indian Navy in May; trials conducted at Karwar.

> Project executed via tripartite agreement: Indian Navy ;
Ministry of Culture ; Hodi Innovations (OPC) Pvt Ltd, Goa

> Sails carry motifs of Gandabherunda (two-headed eagle,

Kadamba dynasty insignia) and the Sun.

> HEl feg 3931 A8 A& Ieg HTHS © M JJ<e'd
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Sustainable Harnessing of Advancement of Nuclear Eneggé
for Transforming India (SHANTI Bill) / 333 ?5 gT8e

YHg G © feaA <t Afeg =33 (1131 99)




» The Union Cabinet has approved the Atomic Energy Bill,
2025, known as the SHANTI Bill, marking the most
significant reform in India’s nuclear sector since 1962.

» It is a comprehensive reform bill aimed at replacing
fragmented laws and modernising nuclear governance,
safety regulations, liability provisions, and industry
participation.
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» Ministry: Introduced by the Department of
Atomic Energy (DAE) under the Prime
Minister, with regulatory reforms proposed
to establish an independent nuclear safety
authority.

>H3ITB: YO's YH'E G
feaTaT(DAE)EnFaTﬂHﬁBTfamrr ﬁmfea
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Aim:
> To enable large-scale expansion of nuclear power,
attract private and global investment, modernise
regulatory oversight, reform liability norms, and

accelerate India’s journey towards 100 GW of
nuclear power by 2047.

Existing Laws Governing Nuclear Energy:
» Atomic Energy Act, 1962

» Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 (CLND
Act)

» These laws currently limit private participation and
impose unclear liability obligations.
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Cabinet Approves 100% FDI in Insurance/ H39l H3® &
g 8433 <8 100% FDI & Y=radil fe3t

CABINET APPROVES
INSURANCE AMENDMENT BILL

g




The Union Cabinet has approved a proposal to increase the FDI
limit in insurance companies from 74% to 100%, to be
implemented through the Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2025,

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) refers to investment by a non-
resident entity acquiring an equity stake of 10% or more in an
Indian company, implying lasting interest and management
influence.
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Prohibited Sectors under FDI
> Lottery business, including online lotteries
» Gambling and betting, including casinos
» Chit funds (except limited NRI/OCI non-repatriation cases)
» Nidhi companies
» Trading in Transferable Development Rights (TDRs)
> Real estate business and construction of farmhouses
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» Manufacturing of cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos of
tobacco or substitutes

> Sectors closed to private investment (such as atomic
energy and certain railway operations)

» Technology collaboration (brand, franchise,
management) is also prohibited in lottery and

' amblin - / betting
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Progressive FDI Liberalisation in Insurance
2015: FDI cap raised from 26% to 49%
2021: FDI cap raised from 49% to 74%, with safeguards on
Indian management and control
2025 (proposed): FDI cap to be raised to 100%, subject to
conditions in the Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2025 and
amendments to the LIC Act, 1956; IRDA Act, 1999; and
Insurance Act, 1938
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Recently, the Union Minister of Jal Shakti launched the

Sujalam Bharat App. / I8 I fST, A8 #a3t € dedl H3dT &
HASH 3793 Wy &g di37
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About Sujalam Bharat App
It is a key digital initiative designed to transform rural drinking
water governance.
It has been developed with the support of the Bhaskaracharya
National Institute for Space Applications and Geoinformatics
(BISAG-N).
It enables advanced geo-referencing, monitoring, and management
of rural water supply infrastructure under the Jal Jeevan Mission.
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» Itintegrates critical data including water sources,
asset inventories, scheme designs, operational
records, water quality reports, supply metrics,
and community feedback into a single platform.




With the introduction of the Sujal Gaon ID, every
habitation will have a clear digital profile showing:
Source of drinking water (local or bulk supply)

Nature and condition of infrastructure

Supply reliability

Water quality status

O&M arrangements
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Sudha Murty Inaugurates ‘Craftkatha 2025 to
Celebrate India’s Handicraft Heritage\ HO™ HI3t &
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> “Craft®h¥l - 2025", an exhibition showcasing artisans
from across India, was inaugurated by Smt. Sudha
Murty, Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha), at
Handloom Haat, Janpath, New Delhi, as part of the
National Handicrafts & Heritage Week 2025
celebrations (December 8th to 14th).
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» Aims to celebrate India's artistic heritage by
promoting sustainable livelihoods, encouraging
young artisans, and strengthening grassroots craft
ecosystems.
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Asia’s longest Ski drag lift, revolving conference hall

opened in Gulmarg / ISHIIT feT éﬂ’hrr o A9 3 3=
Hall 3341 f@eT, wmw&ww




» The inauguration of Asia’s longest ski drag lift and rotating
conference hall at an altitude of 4,390 metres, to match
with world-class facilities for skiers in north Kashmir’s
Gulmarg.

» The newly-inaugurated ski drag lift and training facilities
would give a major boost to winter sports and professional
skiing.
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> Asia’s longest ski drag lift, measuring 726 metres,
is located at Kongdoori, Gulmarg and has come up
at a cost of 33.65 crore.

» The rotating conference hall cost ¥86 lakh.
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Uttar Pradesh tops country in digital registration of
Wagf properties on "'UMEED' portal / 'UMEED' U3<®
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» The Uttar Pradesh state has topped the country in the
digital registration of Waqf properties on the Centre’s
‘Ummeed’ portal, completing the process for 92,832
properties within the stipulated timeframe.
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About UMEED Portal

» The ‘Unified Waqf Management, Empowerment,
Efficiency, and Development (UMEED) Portal is a
centralised digital platform to register Waqf properties
across the country.

> It aims to promote better management and enhance
transparency.
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> It serves as a centralized digital platform for real-time
uploading, verification, and monitoring of Wagqf
properties.

» Under this initiative registrations of properties are
facilitated by respective State Waqf Boards.

> Legal Support: It was formed under the Unified Waqf

Management, Empowerment, Efficiency and
Development Act, 1995.

» Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Minority Affairs
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India ranks 3rd globally in AI competitiveness,

according to Stanford University’s 2025 report
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» India has secured the third position worldwide in
artificial intelligence competitiveness, highlighting
its rapid emergence as a key player in the global Al
ecosystem, as per a new report by Stanford University.

» India ranks behind only the United States and China.
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» The ranking is based on Stanford’s Global Al Vibrancy
Tool and is visualised through a Visual Capitalist
chart.

» India scored 21.59 on the index, compared to 78.6 for
the United States and 36.95 for China.
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Google Unveils Project Suncatcher to Develop Solar-
Powered Data Centres in Space/ IJNI8 & Y8 feg
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» Google CEO Sundar Pichai unveiled Project Suncatcher,
an initiative to explore powering future artificial
intelligence (AI) computing using solar energy
harvested directly from space.

» Under the project, Google plans to deploy specialised Al
chips on solar-powered satellites in low-Earth orbit.
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AIIMS Delhi Marks Milestone With India’s First
Dedicated Brain Stent Trial for Stroke Care / BHH
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» AIIMS Delhi has achieved a major milestone by
conducting India’s first dedicated clinical trial of an
advanced brain stent for treating severe strokes.

» The GRASSROOT trial evaluated the Supernova stent
developed by Gravity Medical Technology and reported
excellent safety and efficacy outcomes.
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» The Supernova stent is designed for India’s diverse
patient population, where strokes often occur at a
younger age compared to the West.
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Siliserh Lake and Kopra Jalashay Added to Ramsar
List, India’s Total Reaches 96/ fASIATIT S8 »3 SugT
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India Adds Two New Ramsar Sites:

Siliserh Lake (Rajasthan) & Kopra
Jalashay (Chhattisgarh)

Ramsar Sites in India Reach 96

* NORTH INDLA TIMES
| B Ladakh's Most Trusted Mews Portal




> Siliserh Lake in Alwar district, Rajasthan, and Kopra
Jalashay near Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh, have been included
in the Ramsar List, raising India’s total Ramsar sites to 96.

Key Features:

» Covers an area of about 7 km?, surrounded by dense
woodland and cenotaphs on its embankment.
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About Siliserh Lake, Rajasthan:

» A human-made artificial lake and wetland.

» A vital water source and biodiversity-rich habitat in a
semi-arid region.

> Located within the buffer zone of Sariska Tiger Reserve.
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History:

» Built in 1845 by Maharaja Vinay Singh of Alwar by
constructing an embankment on a tributary of the
Ruparel River.

» Created mainly to supply drinking water to Alwar, with
old aqueducts still visible.
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» Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav announced
that Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve will become a
cheetah habitat before the next monsoon.

» India’s first cheetah habitat was established at Kuno
National Park in September 2022, followed by Gandhi
Sagar Sanctuary in April 2025,
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Location & Features:

> Spread across Sagar, Damoh, and Narsinghpur districts of
Madhya Pradesh.

» Covers 2,339 sq km, including areas of Nauradehi and
Durgavati Wildlife Sanctuaries.

> Itis the seventh tiger reserve in Madhya Pradesh.
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Cyclone Bakunéétrengthen%v(g)ver the Iﬂndi@an Ocean/
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» Cyclone Bakung originated over the southwest Indian Ocean
and is moving away from the Indonesian region.

» The severe tropical cyclone was named by Jakarta, Indonesia.

» Wind speeds have exceeded 60 kmph.

» Cold northeasterly winds linked to the system are affecting
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu.
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Death Anniversary
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» Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel passed away on December
15, 1950.

» Since 2014, India has observed October 31 as
Rashtriya FEkta Diwas, transforming Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel's birth anniversary into a national
celebration of unity.
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About Sardar Patel
> Born: 31 October 1875, Nadiad, Gujarat
» Known as: “Iron Man of Indiad”
> Title “Sardar” after Bardoli Satyagraha

(1928)
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Role in Freedom Movement
» Kheda Satyagraha (1918) - tax relief for drought-
affected farmers
> Bardoli Satyagraha (1928) - led peasants; earned title

“Sardar”
» Participated in Non-Cooperation and  Civil

Disobedience Movements

> Role in Salt Satyagraha (1930)

> President of Congress Session 1931 (after Gandhi-
Irwin Pact)

» Arrested during Quit India Movement (1942)
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Indian Navy to Commission Second MH-60R Helicopter

Squadron at Goa\ 3931 A% R&' I ferd tr" MH-60R
IS Ued AA3Is afHAs aa4it
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» The Indian Navy will commission its second MH-
60R helicopter squadron, INAS 335 (Ospreys), on 17
December 2025 at INS Hansa, Goa, in the presence
of Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K.

Tripathi.
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» The MH-60R is a versatile multi-role helicopter
platform capable of addressing both conventional and
asymmetric threats.

» The Indian Navy commissioned its first squadron of
MH-60R helicopters on 6 March last year at Kochi.
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PM welcomed the release of a commemorative
postage stamp honourmg Emperor Perumbidugu

Mutharaiyar II / I{EI"?? AHge UgHfaeqdr
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> Prime Minister of India has welcomed the release of a
commemorative postage stamp honouring Emperor
Perumbidugu Mutharaiyar II (Suvaran Maran),
recognising his administrative excellence and patronage
of Tamil culture.
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» Perumbidugu Mutharaiyar II, also known as Suvaran
Maran or Shatrubhayankar, was a prominent ruler of the
Mutharaiyar lineage who ruled during c. 705-745 CE.

> He belonged to the Mutharaiyar dynasty, a powerful
Tamil ruling lineage.
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» He functioned as a feudatory of the Pallavas, particularly
under Pallava king Nandivarman II.

> He controlled the central Cauvery region, including
Thanjavur, Tiruchirappalli, Pudukkottai, Perambalur,
and surrounding areas.
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Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill referred to
JPC |/ feaw 793 fHfuwr wiftmes f88 JPC &
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Lok Sabha refers Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
Bill, 2025 to JPC for
detailed review

File Photos




» The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025, which was
introduced in the Lok Sabha, has been referred to the Joint
Committee of Parliament (JPC) for further scrutiny.

> To address these structural challenges and align with the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 vision, the government
has introduced the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA)
Bill, 2025.
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» Coverage: Central & State universities, colleges/HEIs,
institutions of national importance & eminence,
technical and teacher education.

> Exemptions: Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Law,
Pharmacology, Veterinary Sciences; Council of
Architecture keeps standards role only.
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> Reforms: Merges UGC, AICTE, NCTE into one regulator;
separates funding from regulation (UGC loses grant role;
Ministry of Education handles funding).

» Globalisation: Standards for foreign universities, Indian
offshore campuses, curb commercialisation.

» Accreditation: Outcome-based focus on learning results.
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The Dandami Madia tribe recently performed the Bison
Horn Maria dance at a village festival in Judiya Para,

Jagdalpur / S3Ht HIMW JEHIB & I8 It T AIEBYT ©
g3 ugr &g faq filg @ f3@ag v gdiAs das v




» Recentlyy, members of the Dandami Madia tribe
perform the traditional Bison Horn Maria dance
during a village festival at Judiya Para in Jagdalpur.

» Dandami Maria, also known by other names like
Bison Horn Maria and Khalpati Maria.
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> It is a tribal community which lives in Chhattisgarh.

» Identity: Named after their distinctive bison-horn-
shaped headgear, usually worn during ceremonies.

» Language: Speak Dandami Maria; some also speak
Gondi dialects.
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Economy: Mainly agriculture, supported by hunting and fishing.
Beliefs: A mix of Hinduism and animistic beliefs.

Social system: The ghotul (youth dormitory for unmarried boys
and girls) is a key institution; divorce and widow remarriage are
permitted.

Culture: The Bison Horn Maria dance is performed at village
festivals by both men and women.
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LVM3 Prepares to Launch Bluebird 6 Satellite/
LVM3 S89d3 6 ASS'HIC &0 dd6 ©f f3ndt a9
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» The Indian Space Research Organisation is scheduled to
launch the USbased commercial BlueBird-6 satellite on
21st December 2025 using ISRO’s LVM-3 rocket.

About Bluebird 6 Satellite

» Purpose: Provides direct-to-device internet, allowing

mobile phones to access broadband without cell towers.
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» Origin: Developed by AST SpaceMobile (USA) for global
mobile coverage.

» Weight & Size: ~6.5 tonnes, among the heaviest satellites
launched by ISRO.

» Orbit: Operates in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) for wide
regional coverage
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ISRO lines up 7 launches, including uncrewed
Gaganyaan mission by March 2026 / & H'Ig
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» ISRO has lined up seven launch missions by
March next year, including one to demonstrate
home-built electric propulsion systems for
satellite and quantum key distribution
technologies, and the first uncrewed mission of
the Gaganyaan project.
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»1.Commercial LVM3 Mission - BlueBird-6:
India’s heaviest rocket LVM3 will launch the
BlueBird-6 communication satellite for US-
based AST SpaceMobile under a commercial
agreement with New Space India Limited

(NSIL).
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» 2.Uncrewed Gaganyaan Mission (G1): Human-rated LVM3
rocket carrying the humanoid robot Vyommitra.

> 3.Second Uncrewed Gaganyaan Mission: Another test flight
before India’s first crewed human spaceflight in 2027.

» 4.Industry-built PSLV - Oceansat Mission: Launch of
Oceansat, along with Indo-Mauritius Joint Satellite and
LEAP-2 (Dhruva Space).
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» 5.PSLV Mission - EOS-N1: Launch of Earth Observation
Satellite (EOS-N1) for a strategic user plus 18 small satellites.

> 6.GSLV-Mk II Mission - EOS-5 / GISAT-1A: Replacement
mission for GISAT-1, which failed in 2021.

» 7.PSLV-C63 Mission - TDS-01: Technology demonstration
mission for electric propulsion, quantum key distribution,
and travelling wave tube amplifier.
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Geminid Meteor / THE®S G@&4ar

GEMINID METEOR SHOWER

—

Don't Miss The Geminids Meateor
Shower Peak Tonight!

v k™ sty i Ll BN 2 L




> Peaks over India between December 13-15, 2025, with
~100-120 meteors/hour under dark skies.

» An annual December meteor shower, famous for high
rates, bright fireballs, and slow-moving streaks—one of
the most spectacular celestial events.

» Originates from asteroid 3200 Phaethon (not a comet), a
rocky body with a highly elhptlcal orbit.
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» Extreme solar heating makes Phaethon shed debris,
which Earth encounters every year.
Why it occurs
» Meteors radiate from the constellation Gemini, which
rises higher after midnight, improving visibility.
> Earth crosses Phaethon’s dense debris stream from

mid-November to late December, peaking in mid-
December.

» Visible globally, with better rates in the Northern
Hemisphere, including India.
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PM Modi to Visit Jordan on First Bilateral Trip
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» The Prime Minister of India has embarked on a three-
nation tour (Jordan-Ethiopia-Oman), beginning with
Jordan, marking 75 years of India-Jordan diplomatic
relations.

» Jordan is a constitutional monarchy in Southwest Asia
(West Asia), ruled by King Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein..
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Although independent since 1946, Jordan is located in an ancient
region with rich biblical, classical, and Islamic civilisational
history.

Capital: Amman, the capital and largest city.

Historically known as Philadelphia during the Roman period
and earlier associated with the Ammonites (13th century BCE).
Neighbouring countries include Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Israel,
and the West Bank.
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Iran Seizes Oil Tanker in Gulf of Oman/ & &
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» Iran recently seized an oil tanker in the Gulf
of Oman, according to Iranian media
reports.

» The tanker had 18 crew members on board
from India, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh.
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About the Gulf of Oman
» Also known as the Gulf of Makran, it is the
north-western arm of the Arabian Sea.
> It serves as the only maritime entrance to the
Persian Gulf from the Indian Ocean.
» It connects the Arabian Sea to the Strait of

Hormuz, which further opens into the Persian
Gullf.

» Bordering countries: Pakistan and Iran to the
north, the United Arab Emirates to the west,
and Oman to the south.
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World’s Strongest Passport in 2025 Revealed/ 2025
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» The United Arab Emirates has topped as the world’s
strongest passport in 2025, with a mobility score of 179,
according to Passport Index data by Arton Capital.

» UAE passport holders can access the highest number of
countries without a prior visa or with visa-on-arrival.

» India ranks 67th globally, reflecting limited travel
freedom compared with top- rankmg countries.
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> Singapore and Spain are placed in second position with
mobility scores of 175.

> Belgium, France, Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands,
Finland, Luxembourg, Italy, Denmark, Portugal,
Switzerland, Greece, Austria, Malaysia, Norway, Ireland,
South Korea, and Japan follow closely, each with
mobility scores of 174.
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Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia Lauds C-DOT for
Winning IEEE SA Corporate Award 2025 / d€dl H3dl
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» The Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT) has
won the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
Standards Association (IEEE SA) Corporate Award 2025.

» With this achievement, C-DOT has become the first

organisation from India and only the fifth globally to
receive this honour.
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» The award recognises C-DOT’s contributions to
advancing IEEE standards in areas such as wireless
broadband, rural 5G, telecom education, and the
development of globally recognised, standards-
based innovation frameworks from India.
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Indian School of Nature Wins Climate Guardian
Award at TOFT 2025 / fBSW&E AGS wW'g $99 & TOFT
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» The Indian School of Nature (ISN), Agra has won the
Climate Guardian Award 2025 at the Tour Operators for
Tigers (TOFT) Wildlife and Nature Tourism Awards.

> ISN works in the areas of climate action, sustainable
tourism, and environment-compatible agriculture
through education and research.
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» TOFT is a South Asia-based alliance comprising tour
operators, lodges, conservation organisations, and

specialists.

» The TOFT Awards recognise individuals and
organisations for making significant contributions to
wildlife conservation, climate action, and local
community empowerment.
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Former Bureaucrat Raj Kumar Goyal Sworn in as
Chief Information Commissioner /| AEd" &dIATI
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» Former IAS officer Raj Kumar Goyal was sworn in as the Chief
Information Commissioner (CIC) by President Droupadi
Murmu.

The post of CIC had fallen vacant after Heeralal Samariya
completed his term on September 13.

The selection panel, headed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has also recommended the names of eight Information

Commissioners.
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CIC - Statutory Provision

» The Central Information Commission was established
by the Central Government in 200s5.

» It was constituted through an Official Gazette
notification under the provisions of the Right to
Information Act (RTI), 2005.

> It is a statutory body and not a constitutional body.
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CIC - Composition
» The Central Information Commission consists of a Chief
Information Commissioner and up to 10 Information
Commissioners.
> At the time of its establishment, the Commission
comprised five members, including the Chief
Information Commissioner.

HWTEHAT - 9967
> dudl AgsT afHne @9 f&a Ha Ager afHnad W3 10 Ho"

arﬁm?ﬁueual
> WS AEUST @ AN arﬁm?sﬁawmarﬁm?ﬁmhxm

Heg AHS AS|




CIC Appointment
The Chief Information Commissioner and Information
Commissioners are appointed by the President of India on the
recommendation of a selection committee.

CIC Qualifications
The appointees must be persons of eminence in public life with
wide knowledge and experience in fields such as law, science and
technology, social service, management, journalism, mass media,
or administration and governance.
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Chile Elects José Antonio Kast as President in Sharg
Rightward Shift Since Return to Democracy / fg8l
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> José Antonio Kast has won Chile’s presidential
election.
» Capital of Chile: Santiago.




Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty Elected First Woman

(2)

Press Club President / ggn" fipradt ufast
Hfgs™ Yi a89 Yo gt ard




» Senior journalist Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty has
been elected as the first woman president of the
Press Club of India.

» Afzal Imam was elected as the Secretary General of

the Club, while Jatin Gandhi was elected as the Vice-
President.
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Unnati Hooda and Kiran George Clinch Odisha
Masters Titles /| €&31 I3 w3 fags A9H & 63
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» Unnati Hooda and Kiran George claimed the women’s
and men’s singles titles respectively at the Odisha
Masters Super 100 badminton tournament held in
Cuttack.

» Odisha Masters 2025 Badminton Winners

» Men’s singles: Kiran George (India)
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» Men’s doubles: Ali Faathir Rayhan / Devin Artha
Wahyudi (Indonesia)

» Women’s singles: Unnati Hooda (India)

» Women’s doubles: Gabriela Stoeva / Stefani Stoeva
(Bulgaria)

» Mixed doubles: Marwan Faza / Aisyah Salsabila Putri
Pranata (Indonesia)
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Shafali Verma Named Player of the Month for Her
Women’s World Cup Performance /| H@® TIH o
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» South African spinner Simon Harmer was
named the ICC Men’s Player of the Month for the
first time.

» Shafali Verma won her first ICC Women’s Player
of the Month award for November 2025.
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Merriam-Webster’s 2025

Word of the Year: ‘Slop’/
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» Merriam-Webster has named ‘slop’ as its Word of the
Year for 2025.

> The term “slop” is commonly used to describe creepy,
zany, and demonstrably fake content.

» Originally used in the 1700s to mean soft mud, the word
later evolved to refer more broadly to something of little
value.
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Exercise Ekatha 2025/ WfSW™ 838" 2025
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» Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff (DCNS), Indian Navy, is on an
official visit to Maldives to attend the closing ceremony of Ex
Ekatha 2025,

About Exercise Ekatha 2025
> Established in 2017, Exercise Ekatha is an annual bilateral

maritime exercise between the Indian Navy and the Maldives
National Defence Force (MNDF).
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»It aims to enhance bilateral maritime
cooperation, and 2025 marks its eighth edition.

» The exercise involved a series of professional
interactions designed to boost interoperability
and operational collaboration between the two
navies.
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HAMMER Precision-Guided Weapon (AASM)/ JHT
fiflas-aredi3s 2us (AASM)




» India has signed a pact with France’s Safran to
jointly manufacture, customise, supply, and
maintain the HAMMER (AASM) precision-
guided air-to-ground weapon in India through a
50-50 joint venture with BEL.
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» HAMMER (Highly Agile Modular Munition Extended
Range), also known as AASM (Armement Air-Sol
Modulaire), is a standoff, precision-guided air-to-
ground weapon that converts conventional bombs into
high-accuracy strike systems through modular guidance
and propulsion kits.

> I (TEIE Wafes wfs@sa Mestns Wandss In), fAd
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Developed by
» Developed by Safran Electronics & Defense (France).
» In India, it will be jointly manufactured by Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL) and Safran through a 50:50
joint venture.

Developed by
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Key Features
» Modular design: Consists of a nose-mounted guidance
kit and a tail-mounted range-extension kit, fitted
onto standard bomb bodies (125 kg to 1,000 kg,
including Mk-8o series).

» Multiple guidance options: INS-GPS (all-weather),

INS-GPS-IR (high-precision fixed targets), and laser
guidance (moving targets).

» High precision: Circular Error Probability ranges from
~10 m (INS-GPS) to ~1 m (IR-guided).
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President of India Inaugurates Param Vir Dirgha at

Rashtrapati Bhavan/ 393 € I HSIUI! & ITHSIUI!
I<& e ugH <19 fegar © GTwes di3T




> President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated Param Vir
Dirgha at Rashtrapati Bhavan on the occasion of Vijay
Diwas.

» The initiative aims to honour India’s highest military
heroes.

» The gallery features portraits of all 21 recipients of the
Param Vir Chakra.
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» The Param Vir Chakra is India’s highest military
decoration, awarded for exceptional valour, courage, and

self-sacrifice during war.
> Notable heroes represented include Company Havildar

Major Abdul Hamid, Naib Subedar Bana Singh, and
Captain Vikram Batra.
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FSSAI Launches Egg Safety Drive After ‘Nitrofurans

Presence’/ FSSAI & 'SEI2gda € HyTdil 3 ST wid AIfmr
HfJH 7g 1St




» The Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) has launched a nationwide egg
safety drive after a viral video alleged the
presence of nitrofurans—a banned antibiotic—

in eggs of a popular brand.
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» The egg safety drive is a regulatory surveillance
and testing initiative by FSSAI to detect residues
of banned veterinary drugs, particularly
nitrofurans, in eggs to ensure consumer safety
and compliance with food laws.
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Scientific Name and Classification
> Nitrofurans are a group of synthetic nitrofuran-based
antimicrobial agents.
» Common compounds include nitrofurantoin,
furazolidone, nitrofurazone, and furaltadone.
» They are classified as chemotherapeutic antibacterial
agents and are not naturally occurring antibiotics.
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Origin and Use
» Nitrofurans were historically used in veterinary
medicine to treat bacterial and protozoal infections.
» Due to their carcinogenic potential, they are banned
for use in food-producing animals in India, the
European Union, and several other countries.
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National Workshop on Project Mausam/
HANH 3 IS <gand




» The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) recently
organised a National Workshop on Project
Mausam titled “Islands at the Crossroads of
Maritime Networks within the Indian Ocean
Region’.
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About Project Mausam
It is an Indian government-led cultural diplomacy and maritime
heritage initiative launched in 2014 by the Ministry of Culture.
It aims to explore the multi-faceted Indian Ocean ‘world’ by
collating archaeological and historical research to document the
diversity of cultural, commercial, and religious interactions in
the Indian Ocean.
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» A total of 39 Indian Ocean countries have been
identified under Project Mausam.

» The main objective of the project is to inscribe places
and sites identified under Project Mausam as trans-
national nominations for inscription on UNESCO'’s
World Heritage List.
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Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan Introduces VB-

G RAM G Bill / 8393t W33t fAaead™d AW 996 & VB-G RAM
Gfasda a3

SHIVRAJ CHAUHAN INTRODUCES
vVB-G RAM G BILL IN LOK SABHA
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» The Union government plans to table the Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Bill, 2025, proposing to
replace the 20-year-old MGNREGA framework.
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» The VB-G RaM G Bill is a proposed legislation to
replace MGNREGA, 2005, guaranteeing 125 days of
wage employment per rural household while aligning
public works with long-term rural infrastructure,
livelihoods, and climate resilience under the Viksit
Bharat @2047 vision.

> VB-G RAM G fg8 H&Jdr, 5 & HTSe &g foq
YA3Tes aés 3, 7 fa Y3t 03 wa 125 fest <t vagst
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Need for the VB-G RaM G Bill
» Changed rural socio-economic context: Rural
poverty has declined from 25.7% in 2011-12 to around
4.9% in 2023-24, creating the need to move from
distress relief  towards  productivity-linked
employment.

» Asset quality concerns under MGNREGA: Issues
related to the durability and long-term utility of

assets created under MGNREGA have highlighted
the need for a more outcome-oriented framework.




» VB-G RaM G
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Punjab Declares Amritsar, AnandPur Sahib, Talwandi Sabo

as Holy Cltles\um?snrﬁﬁﬂa WrETUT FOS w3 I5est At
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Fully BEamsned.
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» The Punjab government has issued a formal
notification granting ‘holy city’ status to three
towns — the walled city of Amritsar, Talwandi
Sabo in Bathinda district, and Sri Anandpur
Sahib in Rupnagar district.
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» These three cities are home to three of the five Sikh Takhts
— Sri Akal Takht Sahib in Amritsar, Sri Damdama Sahib in
Talwandi Sabo, and Takht Sri Keshgarh Sahib in Sri
Anandpur Sahib.

» The move aims to ensure focused development, improved
cleanliness, enhanced security, and promotion of religious
tourism in these holy cities.
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Bihar Cabinet Approves ‘Saat Nischay’-3 Programme for

2025-30/ fHT"T A=fEE & 2025-30 BE A3 forT-3 YIH S
Hagdl fE3t




> Saat Nishchay-1 (2015-20) and Saat Nishchay-2 (2020-
25), were based on the concept of “development with
justice,” and the third edition continues the same
vision.

» The Bihar Cabinet has approved the ‘Saat Nishchay-3’

programme aimed at bringing Bihar into the category
of the most developed States.

79-1 (2015-20) W3 A'3 f&HT-2 (2020-25),
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» Saat Nishchay-3 focuses on goals such as double
employment and double income, prosperous
industries and an empowered Bihar, agricultural
progress for overall prosperity, quality education for a
bright future, accessible healthcare for a secure life, a
strong foundation for modern expansion, and ease of
living with dignity for all.

n@ﬁ#ﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁ@amﬁrwaﬁwm&a
@ma&umﬂmeﬁﬁ@r feq AaftM3 Ales
S8 udouar fAgs HI'®, wofsa feAgg w8t fig

HAg3 319, w3 Afon B8t AoHs &8 Ifgs & Ay <949t
A 3 dfes 3




United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC)/
HOd3 I'Hed Hiswa< T I6ng (UNAOC)
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» Theme: “UNAOC: Two Decades of Dialogue for
Humanity—Advancing a New Era of Mutual Respect and
Understanding in a Multipolar World”.

» India reaffirmed its civilisational ethos of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam and Sarva Dharma Samabhav at the 11th
United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) held
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

> HIH: "UNAOC: H&H3™ B € ©d'd Hee - fag ggudg<l
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» UNAOC is a United Nations initiative aimed at improving
understanding and cooperation among nations and peoples
across cultures and religions, and at countering extremism
through dialogue and partnership.

Established in: 2005, as a political initiative of former UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, co-sponsored by Spain and
Tirkiye.

Headquarters: New York, United States.
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Prime Minister of India Visited Ethiopia/ 393 ©
YOS H3dt & femir e Eg di3r
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» The visit highlighted India’s growing strategic engagement
with Africa, particularly the Horn of Africa region.

» Ethiopia is a sovereign African nation and one of the oldest
continuously existing states in the world, with a long
civilisational history linked to the Aksumite civilisation,
and is a landlocked country in the Horn of Africa.
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» Capital: Addis Ababa, which also hosts the
headquarters of the African Union (AU) and the
UN Economic Commission for Africa.

» Neighbouring nations: Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia,
Kenya, South Sudan, and Sudan.
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Geological Features
> Ethiopian Highlands: Among the most rugged
regions in Africa, often referred to as the “Roof of
Africa,” with Mount Ras Dejen as the highest peak.
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ISRO Releases RESPOND Basket 2025 / ISRO &
RESPOND E™HAC 2025 A'II 3T




» The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has released
the RESPOND Basket 2025, which includes research problem
statements aligned with ISRO’s current and future mission
requirements.

The RESPOND Basket consists of the most urgent and
important research problems identified by ISRO and
Department of Space Centres/Units based on ISRO’s

upcoming programmatic R&D needs.
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» As part of the programme, ISRO scientists delivered
detailed technical talks on the research topics listed
in the RESPOND Basket 2025, offering academic
participants deeper insights into mission-driven
requirements, expected outcomes, and potential
areas of collaboration.
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India’s First 1.0 GHz Microprocessor DHRUV64
Launched / 393 T ufgs™ 1.0 GHz HEQURAT

DHRUV64 &9 13T famir
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» DHRUV64: A fully indigenous 1.0 GHz, 64-bit dual-core
microprocessor developed by C-DAC under the
Microprocessor Development Programme (MDP),
strengthening India’s indigenous processor pipeline.

> Support ecosystem: The Digital India RISC-V (DIR-V)
programme enables the design, testing, and prototyping of
indigenous chips, including DHRUV64.

> DHRUV64: HEIUAAT fea™® Ydrd™H (MDP) © 3fa3 C-DAC
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> Next-generation chips: Following the success of
DHRUV64, Dhanush and Dhanush+ processors are
under development.
Earlier Indigenous Processors (Pre-DHRUV64)
» SHAKTI (2018, IIT Madras): Designed for strategic,

space, and defence applications.
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» AJIT (2018, IIT Bombay): Developed for industrial and
robotics applications.

» VIKRAM (2025, ISRO-SCL): Intended for space use,
including navigation, guidance, and mission operations,
and capable of withstanding extreme space conditions.

» THEJAS64 (2025, C-DAC): Developed for industrial

automation.
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NHAI Introduces India’s First Wildlife-Safe Road on
NH-45 in Madhya Pradesh / NHAI & HO ycH fé9 NH-

45 '3 I3 T UfgS! AIET Ale-AIfmi3 AFd UH 13t




> Initiative: A first-of-its-kind measure by the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) to balance road
development with wildlife conservation on NH-45 in
Madhya Pradesh.

» Location & ecology: The highway passes through the
Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary and the Veerangana
Durgavati Tiger Reserve, an ecologically sensitive zone.
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» Objective: To improve wildlife safety and reduce road
accidents.

How the Table-Top Red Marking Works
> Design: Slightly raised, red-coloured chequered markings
laid across the road create a table-top effect.
» Impact: Vehicles are forced to slow down naturally without
sudden braking, unlike conventional speed breakers.
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Colour choice: Red is more eye-catching than white or yellow;
the strong visual contrast and uneven texture alert drivers to a
wildlife-heavy zone.

Coverage: Nearly the entire 12-km forest stretch has been
covered.

Policy link: The initiative is part of NHAI's Green Highways
programme and aligns with the Green Highways Policy, 2015, of
the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH).
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Chandrababu Naidu Unveils ‘A Tale of Two States’
Book/BEGH’E?T‘fES’?:‘ BB WS ¢ ACCH fagg e
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» Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu unveiled the book ‘A Tale of Two States)
authored by senior journalist I. Venkata Rao.

» The book is an English translation of ‘Vileenam-

Vibhajana), translated by N. Anuradha.
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Innoviti Wins Hurun India Future Unicorn Award

| fesfedt & ggs &3 feBog wdldas weas
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W INNoviti

Innoviti Receives

ASK Private "
Hurun India Unicorn &
Future Unicorn Avward

Recognized for Excellence —
iNn SaaS-Based Payment Solutions



» Innoviti, India’s leading payments-centric retail
SaaS platform, has been recognised by ASK
Private Wealth and Hurun India as a Cheetah in
the India Cheetah-Gazelle-Unicorn Index 2025 for

excellence in SaaS-based payment solutions.

A4
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» The company offers major retail SaaS platforms
such as unipay, genie, and link, serving leading
retailers and merchants across India. Innoviti
achieved operating profitability in May 2025 and is
positioned for continued growth.
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Global Investment Risk and Resilience Index

2025/ IBTS 62 HHH W3 BUI3" HOA'A 2025
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> Index: Henley & Partners & AlphaGeo Global
Investment Risk and Resilience Index 2025.

» Top rank: Switzerland has emerged as the world’s
most resilient country for investors amid

geopolitical, economic, technological, and climate
risks.
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» Next ranks: Nordic countries—Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden—ranked high due to equitable growth, strong
institutions, and forward-looking social policies.

> Asia (Top 10): Singapore ranked 4th globally, recording
the lowest legal and regulatory risk worldwide.
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» USA and China: The United States ranked 24th and
China 37th, reflecting moderate risk levels but strong
investment capacity and innovation resilience.

» India: Ranked 104th with an investment risk and
resilience score of 54.42; India shows moderate
resilience (49.76) but is weakened by elevated risk

factors.
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Asia Power Index 2025 / BHMT U<d E3dH
2025

ASIA POWER INDEX 2025 RANKINGS: INDIA STANDS 3RD,
WIDENS DOMINANCE OVER ASIAN PEERS




> The Asia Power Index 2025 was published by the
Lowy Institute in November.

> It assesses the resources and influence of

countries to rank their relative power based on
their ability to shape the external environment.
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» The index covers not only Asian countries but also
extends north to Russia and into the Pacific,
including Australia, New Zealand, and the United

States.
» The United States continues to be the leading power

in Asia, followed by China.
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> Russia, ranked fourth, has re-emerged as a
significant power in Asia.
India’s Rank
> India retained its position at third place in 2025,
having surpassed Japan in the previous year.
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18 December - Minorities Rights Day in India/ 18 €HEJ -




» Minorities Rights Day is observed every year on 18
December to mark the adoption of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious, and
Linguistic Minorities in 1992.
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» In India, the day is observed by the National
Commission for Minorities, highlighting the
need for religious harmony, mutual respect, and
greater understanding among all minority
communities.
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18 December - International Migrants Day/ 18 THEd
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» International Migrants Day is observed on 18
December every year.

> Establishment: It was created by the United Nations in
2000 to raise awareness about the rights of migrants.

» International Convention: The UN’s 1990 Convention
on the Rights of Migrant Workers came into force in

2003.
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FIFA Best Football Awards 2025/ @@ Ade3H eca'S®
YIHE'T 2025




» The Best FIFA Football Awards 2025 were presented at
the Fairmont Katara Hall in Doha, Qatar.

> Ballon d’Or winners Ousmane Dembélé and Aitana
Bonmati claimed the top honours, receiving The Best
FIFA Men’s Player and The Best FIFA Women’s Player

awards, respectively.

éwmﬂzwﬁﬂﬂﬂsﬂ?arél-émzﬂ'@a
At GAHS 388 w3 s SNt & JHET

AJ<3H dler uan fuadt w3 AIe3H der HigsT
fst ygHarg YUz d9a 93t @ AGHS' F e

137




> FIFA or the Federation Internationale de
Football Association is the highest governing
body of football in the world.

» FIFA is a non-profit organisation.

» It is headquartered in Zurich.
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Oscars 2026: Neeraj Ghaywan’s ‘Homebound’ Shortlisted in the
Best International Feature Film Category / WAJd 2026: &l9H
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> Neeraj Ghaywan’s directorial film ‘Homebound’
has been shortlisted and has advanced to the
next round of voting in the International

Feature Film category for the upcoming 98th
Academy Awards.
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> ‘Homebound, starring Ishaan Khatter and
Vishal Jethwa, has been selected among the 15
films that have become eligible for the final
nominations in the International Feature Film
category at the Oscars 2026.
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PM Modi Conferred with Ethiopia’s Highest Honour by PM
Abiy Ahmed/ YO's H3dl HEl § femimr @ H3T wish
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» Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred
with Ethiopia’s highest award, ‘The Great
Honour Nishan of Ethiopia’, by his Ethiopian
counterpart Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali.




» The honour was bestowed for his exceptional
contribution to strengthening the India-Ethiopia
partnership and for his visionary leadership.

» Prime Minister Modi is the first global head of state
or head of government to receive this prestigious
award.
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\ RPCAU & IdHcI-foaHE uﬁ.umagﬂ%rr

A3 famr

P B ASH TS




» Rajendra Prasad Central Agricultural University
(RPCAU), Pusa, has received national recognition
for its sustained contribution to promoting

patriotism and nation-building through co-

curricular activities.
» RPCAU is located in Pusa, Bihar.
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» The university was conferred the award for “best contribution
in nationality, patriotism, and nation-building through co-
curricular activities.”

> The recognition was jointly instituted by Veterans India, in
collaboration with the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), the National Board of Accreditation
(NBA), and the Association of Indian Universities (AIU).
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Italian Cuisine Becomes First UNESCO-Recognised
National Food Tradition / ff38< Uae's WSHA ©vd"
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» Italy has officially become the first country
whose entire national cuisine has been
recognised by UNESCO as Intangible
Cultural Heritage.




» The recognition covers iconic Italian dishes
such as pizza, spaghetti, and lasagna.

» The decision was taken by the UNESCO
Intergovernmental Committee during its
20th session held in New Delhi.

fe3rs<t Ude's ATHS I&| ,
> fag SAB™ a&HS W3I-ATA'Il ISt Tenar &<
ﬁfé’T?FﬁHnrrﬁmS'" WUE 20° AHe ©I% fonr

I




Indian Navy Commissions Second MH-60R

Helicopter Squadron INAS 335 at INS Hansa, Goa /
SIS 15 Aer & o 2 wrEeAR T fed e MH.

60R SFEUTT AIISIS INAS 335 IHAS A3

Indian Navy Commissions INAS 335 ‘Ospreys’ with MH-60R Helicopters at INS Hansa




> The MH-60R is the world’s most advanced maritime

helicopter and serves as the U.S. Navy's primary
anti-submarine and surface warfare helicopter,
specially designed for all aspects of land and
maritime operations.
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» It is manufactured by U.S. defence major
Lockheed Martin and is an all-weather helicopter.

» Indian Navy induction: A total of 24 MH-60R
helicopters were ordered in 2020 for 14,000+
crore; deliveries began in 2022 and are scheduled
for completion by 2025.
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» Crew & capacity: 3—4 flight crew along with 5
passengers.

» Performance: Maximum speed of 267 km/h and a
range of 454 km.

» Weapons: Equipped with torpedoes, air-to-ground
missiles, rockets, and crew-served guns.
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AH-64E Apache Attack Helicopters Received by
India/ 3/93 & AH-64E WU 2 JBlaueg fid




» The Indian Army has recently received the final
batch of three AH-64E Apache attack helicopters
from the United States, completing its six-unit
fleet at the 451 Army Aviation Squadron based in
Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
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About AH-64E Apache Attack Helicopter (Apache
Guardian)
» The AH-64E Apache Guardian is the world’s most
advanced multi-role combat helicopter.
> It is widely used for advanced reconnaissance,
precision strikes, and close air support missions

across the globe.

» Country of origin: United States | Manufacturer:
Boeing.

» Other purchasers: India, Egypt, Greece, Indonesia,
Israel, Japan, South Korea, Kuwait, Netherlands,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, UAE, and the UK.
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» An Indian Army contingent has departed for the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) to participate in the second edition of
the India-UAE Joint Military Exercise DESERT CYCLONE-
Il, scheduled to be conducted at Abu Dhabi, UAE, from 18
to 30 December 2025,

» The Indian contingent comprises 45 personnel, primarily

from a battalion of The Mechanised Infantry Regiment.
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» The UAE Land Forces contingent will be
represented by the 53 Mechanised Infantry
Battalion.

» The inaugural edition of the joint military

exercise “Desert Cyclone” was held in 2024.
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> Exercise ‘Zayed Talwar’ is a bilateral naval
maritime partnership exercise with the UAE
Navy, aimed at enhancing interoperability and
synergy between the Indian Navy and the UAE

Navy.
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Sai Jadhav Makes History at Indian _Military

Academy/ A AOe & fEdhes fHsedt wEanit <o

After 93 years, Sai Jadhow
malces history as first
worman officer to graduate

From VLA




> At just 23 years of age, Sai Jadhav has created
history by becoming the first woman officer to
graduate from the Indian Military Academy
(IMA), Dehradun.

» Her commissioning marks the end of a 93-
year-old tradition in which only men passed
out from one of India’'s most prestigious
military institutions.

» The Indian Military Academy (IMA) was
established in 1932 and is located in Dehradun.
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Ekam AI and SAMBHAYV Showcased by Indian Army /
BIH BWEl W3 HI'< I'I31 @d e YTJfH3




» The Indian Army showcased a wide range of homegrown
technologies, including Ekam Al and the SAMBHAV
project, during the Vijay Diwas celebrations.

About Ekam Al
» Ekam Al is a fully indigenous and secure artificial

intelligence  platform  designed for sensitive
environments.
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» Features of Ekam Al
»> It enables users to analyse information,
manage documents, and support decision-
making without dependence on foreign
software or external cloud systems.
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About SAMBHAV

» SAMBHAYV is a portable communication system that
provides mobile connectivity using satellite support.

» Features: The system can be rapidly deployed in
remote or disaster-affected areas, improving
communication for both soldiers and civilians.
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AFMS Launches India’s First AI-Driven Community

Screening Programme for Diabetic Retinopathy /
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» The Armed Forces Medical Services (AFMS) has
launched India’s first Al-driven community screening
programme for Diabetic Retinopathy (DR).

» The initiative uses MadhuNetrAl, an Al-based
platform, to enable early detection and referral of
diabetic eye disease at the community level.
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» The programme aims to ensure early detection and
timely referral of diabetic retinopathy, generate real-
time national data on its prevalence and geographic
distribution, and reduce preventable diabetes-related
blindness through scalable screening.




Sikkim Opens Cho La and Dok La for Border Tourism
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> The Sikkim Chief Minister inaugurated key

tourist destinations Cho La and Dok La on the
India-China border under the Bharat
Rannbhoomi Darshan initiative, aimed at
promoting battlefield tourism.
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» The initiative is part of the Vibrant Village
Programme, which seeks to:

» Strengthen border area tourism.

» Create livelihood opportunities for local communities
through regulated tourism activities.

» Promote awareness of military valour, sacrifices, and
patriotism among visitors.
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Geographical and Historical Significance

» Dok La is located 68 km east of Gangtok, at an altitude
of 13,780 feet, on a plateau at the tri-junction of
Bhutan, China, and India.
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University of Patanjali Named First Yoga-Ayurveda

Cluster Centre /| USASI WaIedfAST & Ufd®™ W4I-
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» The University of Patanjali has been
officially designated as the country’s first
Yoga and Ayurveda-based Cluster Centre
under the Gyan Bharatam Mission of the
Ministry of Culture.
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» The university has digitised over 42 lakh
manuscript pages.

» Cluster Centres are tasked with mentoring
multiple institutions for knowledge

preservation.
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India-Jordan Joint Statement (2025) / 3'I3-
I3 AEA3 fEs (2025)
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» The Prime Minister of India’s visit to Jordan marked 75 years
of India-Jordan diplomatic relations, culminating in a joint
statement outlining a roadmap for deeper bilateral
cooperation.

Political cooperation: Commitment to sustained high-level
engagements, regular political consultations, and joint
working groups; the next round to be held in New Delhi.
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» Trade and economy: Bilateral trade at $X billion (2024);
India is Jordan’s 3rd-largest trading partner; decision to
convene the 1th Trade & Economic Joint Committee
(2026).

» Connectivity and logistics: Emphasis on leveraging
Jordan’s strategic transit infrastructure to enhance
regional and private-sector collaboration.
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> Digital & technology partnership: Letter of Intent to share
India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) experience;
expansion of the India-Jordan IT Centre of Excellence in
Amman.

» Health & agriculture: Cooperation in telemedicine, health
training, and fertiliser/phosphate sectors.
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» Water & green initiatives: MoUs on water
management and renewable energy.

» Cultural & people-to-people ties: Cultural
Exchange Programme (2025-2029) and Petra-
Ellora twinning to boost heritage cooperation and
tourism.
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Shikhar Dhawan’s Autobiography Unveils ‘The
One: Cricket, My Life and More’ / fAHg <& <
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-

Cricket icom Shikhiar Dhawewan launches his
autabicgraphy "The Ome" in Mews Delkl.




» The book is the autobiography of Indian cricket
icon Shikhar Dhawan.

» HarperCollins Publishers India, in collaboration
with BMW Deutsche Motoren, marked a
landmark moment in Indian publishing with the
grand launch of The One: Cricket, My Life and
\Y (o) (<F




GS Delhi Aces Win Maiden Tennis Premier
League Title 2025 / AA &8t AR & 2025 feg
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» The seventh season of the Tennis Premier
League concluded with GS Delhi Aces lifting
their first-ever title.

» The final of the seventh season was held at
the Gujarat University Tennis Stadium.
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Govt Extends Tenure of SBI MD Ashwini Kumar Tewari by

Two Years/ AGS'd & SBI © H&fHaT 3 feddeg niaeal IHg
f3orgl T 9IS © A'S SgifanT




» The Centre has approved the extension of tenure of State
Bank of India (SBI) Managing Director Ashwini Kumar Tewari
till 31 December 2027.

State Bank of India (SBI)

> Establishment: The Bank of Calcutta was established in

Calcutta on 2 June 1806.
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» In 1921, the Bank of Bengal merged with the Bank of
Bombay and the Bank of Madras to form the Imperial
Bank of India.

» Formation of SBI (1955): On 1 July 1955, the Imperial
Bank of India was nationalised and reconstituted as the
State Bank of India under the State Bank of India Act,

1955.

ﬁwamméawﬁﬁwwml
> SBI T 9166 (1955): 1 &8 1955 &, fouidhnws g9 we fEshr e
IHeHags d13T M w3 "ee ST wig B wiae, 1955 ©

3fa3 Aie g wre & @ gy ffg usgdarss i3 famr




U.S. Senate Confirms Private Astronaut, Musk A}l
Jared Isaacman as NASA Chief/ TWH ﬁ?ﬁ.’ ) |?5F;i
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» The U.S. Senate has confirmed billionaire private
astronaut Jared Isaacman to become President
Donald Trump’s NASA Administrator.

» A strong advocate of Mars missions and a former

associate of SpaceX CEO Elon Musk, Jared Isaacman
becomes the 15th leader of NASA.
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Sculptor Ram Sutar, Designer of Statue of Unity,
Passes Away/ Flé_g’ W'e C—I'gra
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» Renowned sculptor Ram Sutar, best known for
designing the world’s tallest statue — the Statue
of Unity in Gujarat, has passed away.

» He was 100 years old and was suffering from age-
related illnesses.
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» He was born on 19 February 1925 in a humble
family in Gondur village, under the Dhule district
of present-day Maharashtra.

» Ram Sutar was a gold medallist from the JJ School
of Art and Architecture, Mumbai.
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His Creations
» The iconic statues of Mahatma Gandhi in a seated
meditative pose and Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj riding
a horse at the Parliament premises.
» The Statue of Unity, which honours Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, the country’s first Deputy Prime Minister and
Home Minister.
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» Ram Sutar was honoured with the Padma Shri
(1999) and the Padma Bhushan (2016).

» Recently, he was conferred with the Maharashtra
Bhushan Puraskar, the highest civilian award of
the state.
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Pulitzer Prize-Winning Reporter Peter Arnett Dies at 9%
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> Peter Arnett, the Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist who spent decades braving bullets
and bombs to deliver eyewitness war
reporting—from the rice paddies of Vietnam to
the deserts of Iraq—has passed away.
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» He was 91 years old.

> Arnett received the 1966 Pulitzer Prize for
International Reporting for his coverage of the
Vietnam War with The Associated Press.
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India Tops Global Doping Violations for Third Straight Year/
93 BAr3'd 31 7S I8Es 3fliar @8y feg fiug '3 I




> he World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) released its
annual report for 2024, which revealed that 260
Indian athletes tested positive for prohibited
performance-enhancing drugs last year.

» In comparison, no other country worldwide
recorded doping violations in triple digits.
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» With a positivity ratio of 3.6%, India ranked among the
highest in the world.

» WADA data further indicates that nearly one in every five
Indian athletes tested by the national anti-doping agency
during competitions returned a positive result.
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» Additionally, five countries—apart from China—
conducted more rigorous testing than India: Germany
(15,081 tests; 54 positives), France (11,744 tests; o1
positives), Russia (10,514 tests; 76 positives), Italy
(9,304 tests; 85 positives), and the United Kingdom

(8,273 tests; 30 positives).
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Deepinder Goyal Emerges as India’s Top Self-Made
Entrepreneur in 2025 / Jifes 2025 fRg 93 @ AF 3
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» IDFC FIRST Private Banking and Hurun India have
released the third edition of the “IDFC FIRST Private
& Hurun India’s Top 200 Self-made Entrepreneurs of
the Millennia 2025.”

» The list ranks India’'s most valuable companies
founded after the year 2000
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» For the first time since the list’s inception, Deepinder
Goyal (42), founder of Eternal, has overtaken R K
Damani (70) of DMart to secure the No. 1 position.

» Bengaluru leads the list with 88 entrepreneurs,
followed by Mumbai (83) and New Delhi (52).
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Ambanis Only Indians on Bloomberg’s 2025 Richest Families
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> In Bloomberg’s 2025 ranking of the world’s 25 richest
families, only one Indian family — the Ambanis — made
the list.

» The world’s 25 richest families added a combined $358.7
billion to their fortunes in 2025, taking their total wealth
to about $2.9 trillion.
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» The Walton family, with $513.4 billion, ranked as the
world’s richest family and holds a majority stake in
Walmart.

» The Ambani family secured the 8th position with a net
worth of $105.6 billion, making them the only Indian
entrant on the list.
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Singapore Changi Airport Wins World’s Best Airport Title
2025 /WWB@@%W?H?@%hF
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The 2025 theme “Passports to Possibility.”
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» The award was announced as part of the 14th
edition of Travel + Leisure India’s Best Awards,
which recognises excellence across the travel
and hospitality sector.
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> Singapore Changi Airport has been voted the best
international airport in the world for 2025,

» Air India was named Best Domestic Airline at the
South Asia’s Best Awards 2025 for the second
consecutive year.
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The Oscars to Move to YouTube in 2029, Leavin
Longtime Home ABC / 2029 f&@ WHad GI'@'@H
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» The Academy has announced that the Oscars will
move to YouTube for live streaming from 2029
onwards.

> At present, the Academy Awards are broadcast on

ABC and streamed on platforms such as Disney
Plus and Hulu.
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» The Academy’s domestic partnership with
Disney’s ABC will continue through the 100th
Academy Awards in 2028.
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PM Modi Conferred with the Order of Oman / Yd's




» Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred
with the Order of Oman, the Sultanate’s uniquely
distinct civilian honour, by Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik for his contributions to strengthening
bilateral ties.
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» This honour is the latest addition to PM Modi’s
distinguished list of over 28 highest civilian awards
received from foreign nations, including recent
honours such as Ethiopia’s Great Honour Nishan of
Ethiopia and Kuwait’s Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer.
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India-Oman Free Trade Agreement to Give New

Confidence to Bilateral Relatlons PM Modl in
Muscat/ 3'93-6H® HI3 TU'T AHY3™ TS AET ?s
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> Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that the
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
between India and Oman will give new confidence and
energy to bilateral relations.

» India-Oman bilateral trade stood at about $10.5 billion in

202425, with exports of $4 billion and imports of $6.54
billion.
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History and Evolution

» Civilisational maritime bridge: India-Oman ties are
rooted in the Indian Ocean trading system, where the
Arabian Sea historically acted as a connector for
commerce, culture, and navigation traditions.
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> Institutionalisation and Expansion of India-Oman
Partnership

> Institutionalisation of partnership (2005-2008 onwards):
The Defence MoU (2005) and the Strategic Partnership

(2008) provided the relationship with a formal security and

political foundation.
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Trade, Investment, and Business

» Growing trade and joint venture ecosystem between the
two countries.

» Manufacturing and logistics linkages: Free zones and port-
led projects are integrating Indian firms into Gulf-Africa
supply chains; notably, Indian companies are major
investors in the Sohar and Salalah Free Zones.
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Battle of Adwa / W3<" T 378l




» The Indian Prime Minister recently laid a wreath at the
Adwa Victory Monument in Addis Ababa, paying tribute
to Ethiopia’s historic victory in the 1896 Battle of Adwa.

About the Battle of Adwa

> The battle was fought on 1 March 1896 near Adwa,

Ethiopia, between the Ethiopian Empire (Abyssinia) and

Italy.

> € YuTes IS J WIS WEH [0 W3
mrasr?amrw?zsiﬁ‘r 1896\‘:‘1“13?\'{"[331‘@1%?
frthiinr <t fafsomra i3 § Aogws! Rt
w3 o sFE g9
> feg 8381 1 H'IT 1896 & fashir @ wiger &3 fasmir @
HHI™ (WETHISM) w3 fecs! fegara 3t gt A




> Ethiopian forces defeated the Italian troops, securing
Ethiopia’s sovereignty and independence and marking the
first major African victory over a European power during
the colonial era.

> Italy re-invaded Ethiopia in 1935 under Benito Mussolini

during the Second Italo-Ethiopian War; Ethiopia was

finally liberated in 1941 with British and Allied support.
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Lok Sabha Passes Nuclear Energy Bill Allowing
Privatisation / 8 A3" & f& Aldgs T wifamir 85 <"
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» The Lok Sabha has passed the Sustainable Harnessing
and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming
India (SHANTI) Bill, 2025.

Key Provisions of the Bill

» Opening the nuclear sector to non-government
entities, including Indian private companies and joint
ventures between government and private companies.
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Liability for Nuclear Damage
> A tiered liability structure has been introduced, with
liability limits ranging from 100 crore to 33,000 crore,
based on reactor power capacity.
» The Central Government will bear liability beyond the

operator’s cap and may establish a Nuclear Liability
Fund.
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Lok Sabha Passes Viksit Bharat - G RAM G Bill, 2025 /
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» The Lok Sabha has passed the Viksit Bharat -
Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
Bill, 2025.

» The Bill provides a new statutory framework to
replace the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), which has
governed rural wage employment since 2005.
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Key Features of the Bill

» Enhanced employment guarantee: The assured
number of workdays is increased from 100 to 125 days,
improving income security for rural households and
offering nearly 25% higher earning potential.
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» Four focused asset priorities: Public works will be
restricted to water security, core rural infrastructure,
livelihood infrastructure, and climate-resilience
works, ensuring creation of durable and productive

assets instead of fragmented projects.
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